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DISTRICT OF NORTH SAANICH 
           

Minutes of the Meeting of the 
Agricultural Advisory Commission 

 
December 3, 2009 4:00 p.m. 

 
PRESENT: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ABSENT 

Chair 
Members 

 
 

APC Liaison 
EAC Liaison 

Ministry of Agriculture and Lands 
Council Liaison 

Manager, Corporate Services 
Recording Secretary 

 
Members 

 
 

B. Brennan 
H. Crawford 
B. Greene 
B. Hughes  
T. Izard (4:19) 
J. Thornburgh 
R. Kline (4:19) 
A. Scoones 
C. Kingsley 
L. Coburn 
 
B. Dunic 
N. Schafer 
J. von Kaldenberg 

 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:11 p.m.   
 
 
ADOPTION OF AND ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA 
 
Councillor Scoones added a summary of the Tri Municipal Council meeting under 
New Business. 
 
MOVED BY:  B. Green 
SECONDED:   H. Crawford 
 
34-AAC That the agenda be adopted as amended. 

CARRIED 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
MOVED BY:  B. Green 
SECONDED BY: H. Crawford 
 
35-AAC That the minutes of November 5, 2009 be adopted as circulated.  
 

CARRIED 
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CORRESPONDENCE  
 
The Chair expressed her appreciation to the Manager of Corporate Services for the 
letter he wrote dated November 25, 2009 on behalf of Council to CRD Board Chair 
Geoff Young requesting the agricultural water rate not be raised.  The Manager of 
Corporate Services stated that he would advise Commission members if a response 
to the letter was received. 
 
Councillor Scoones advised Commission members that the CRD voted unanimously 
to approve the increase in the agricultural water rate. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
A. Agriculture Plan 
 
H. Crawford was appreciative that the meeting with Jim LeMaistre was opened up 
to consider issues other than buffer zones.  H. Crawford distributed a copy of 
comments he had on the Preliminary Review of North Saanich’s OCP and Zoning 
Bylaw with Respect to Agriculture (Appendix A).   
 
The Chair stated that it had been suggested to her that the Agricultural Advisory 
Commission request that Council authorize the Commission to seek legal guidance 
on the plan.  The Commission wants the language of the Agriculture Plan to support 
agriculture in the community and to be seen to support it.  The use of advocacy 
language over areas in which the district has no jurisdiction was of concern.   
 
MOVED BY:  H. Crawford 
SECONDED:  B. Hughes 

 
36-AAC The Agricultural Advisory Commission respectfully requests Council 

to have the draft preliminary review of North Saanich’s OCP and 
Zoning by law reviewed by a lawyer who specializes in agricultural 
land use policy (such as Deborah Curran) with particular attention to 
the items as marked on Appendix A as soon as possible. 

CARRIED 
 
B. Green suggested that the Commission ensure that the Agriculture Plan contain 
language the Commission is happy with.  It will then be up to Council to approve, or 
not approve, the language and at that point legal advice might need to be sought. 
 
R. Kline stated that D. Masselink has until March 31, 2010 to complete his work.  
He asked when the draft agricultural plan was due.  He noted the concern with 
raising expectations and that an agriculture plan is not a legal document but a 
visionary one, similar to an OCP.  An agriculture plan can only make 
recommendations to a council.  The language must not suggest the District of North 
Saanich is obligated to act.  
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Councillor Scoones suggested that the Commission give a brief update to Council 
about the progress of the Agriculture Plan in the New Year.  
 
B. Food security Correspondence from D. Friend (deferred from Sept. 

agenda) 
 
Staff advised Commission members that Council will not entertain proposals for use 
of property when the proponent does not own the property in question. 
 
C. 2009 UBCM Resolutions 
 
Councillor Scoones informed Commission members that the executive of the Union 
of BC Municipalities endorsed the school garden resolution put forward by the 
District of North Saanich. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. Geese and Their Impact on the Environment  
 
The Commission discussed solutions to deal with geese on farmland and the practice 
in other municipalities. 
 
B. Tri-Municipal Council Meeting 
 
Councillor Scoones informed Commission members of the agriculture-related issues 
she raised at the Tri-Municipal Council meeting held November 30, 2009.  The 
District of North Saanich is approximately one year ahead of Central Saanich in the 
agriculture plan process. Councillor Scoones suggested inviting the Agriculture 
Commission from Central Saanich to a future meeting of the AAC. 
 
R. Kline suggested the Commission consider requesting Mark Boysen, Sustainability 
Coordinator, District of Saanich, to attend and give a presentation on that district’s 
Draft Climate Action Plan. 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The meeting scheduled for January 7, 2009 shall instead be held January 14, 2010. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The Commission adjourned at 5:57 p.m. 
 

By unanimous consent  
  
  

       ________________________________   
         Chair 
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APPENDIX A 
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